Vol.13, No.02(Feb.)2025

New Book Alerts

What’s New at the Library

Compiled By:
Kumar Sanjay, Director (Library)

Ravi Raj Kumar, LIA

NITI AAYOG
Library



A ANNN AN T AB I A M AN A8 A -

1. The Nehru Development Model: History and Its Lasting Impact by Arvind
Panagariya

THE 0
EHRI
DEVELOPMENT
MODEL

] .
v JANBIN
i

;[Q.Hi\‘l

.\r\in\i‘lyil“

At Independence, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, India’s first prime minister, embarked upon a political and
an economic project. His political project—to put India on the democratic path—was a resounding
SUCCesSs.

This success, though, was marred by an equally resounding failure of Nehru’s economic project, built

on the development of heavy industry, an expanding public sector, and relative isolation from world
markets. It failed to produce the growth necessary to rid India of poverty and bequeathed an ethos that
made a switch to an outward-oriented, pro-market economy a real challenge in the post-Nehru era.
This line of thinking remains entrenched in the Indian political, intellectual, bureaucratic, and business
constituencies.

This book by renowned economist and policymaker Arvind Panagariya is an attempt to systematically
document the economic history of the Nehru era and its impact on contemporary economic thought
and post-Nehru economic policymaking.

How did this system evolve? What was the influence of Nehru’s thinking on it? Above all, how did the
economic history and thought of this era affect subsequent policymaking in India? These are the big
questions that this volume attempts to answer.

Pub: Penguin Random House Accession No: 158581

Call No: 954.042 P187N




2. Indian Genius: The Meteoric Rise of Indians in America by Meenakshi Ahamed
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It is virtually impossible to turn on CNN, read the Wall Street Journal, go to a hospital, attend a
university, or browse a bookstore without encountering a sea of Indian names and faces. In her new
book, INDIAN GENIUS: The Meteoric Rise of Indians in America (Harper360; February 28,
2025), author and journalist Meenakshi Ahamed provides fascinating portraits of the Indian
Americans at the forefront of the wave of Indian success stories.

Ahamed's brilliant portraits of such well-known figures as Satya Nadella, Vinod Khosla, Shantanu
Narayen, Chandrika Tandon, Nikesh Arora, Siddhartha Mukherjee, Deepak Chopra, NikKi
Haley, and Fareed Zakaria populate the pages of her book. Based on a series of interviews and full
of fresh and surprising stories, INDIAN GENIUS reveals the private strengths that made possible each
individual's public achievements.

What accounts for Indian Americans' remarkable ability to break into mainstream American culture
and their meteoric rise within its ranks? Other immigrant groups have found success in the U.S., but
none have rocketed so far and so fast, reaching heights in a single generation that have taken other
groups the better part of a century to achieve. In INDIAN GENIUS, Ahamed focuses on three areas
where Indian Americans have had a singular impact: tech, medicine and public policy.

The per capita income of Indian Americans far exceeds that of any ethnic group. According to a 2018
survey by the Pew Research Center, the median annual household income for Indian Americans is
$100,000 higher than other Asian Americans ($75,000) and the general population ($53,600). Indians
were also the most highly educated; 72 percent are college graduates, compared to 51 percent of other
Asians and 30 percent of the rest of the population.

It is essential reading for anyone interested in the path to success in America.

Pub: HarperCollins Accession No: 158562

Call No: 304.80954073 A285I1




3. JEK’S Forgotten Crisis by Bruce Riedel
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THE SIND-INDIAN WAR

U.S. President John F. Kennedy faced two great crises in 1962 - the Cuban missile crisis and the Sino-
Indian War. While his part in the missile crisis that threatened to snowball into a nuclear war has been
thoroughly studied, his critical role in the Sino-Indian War has been largely ignored. Bruce Riedel fills
that gap with JFK's Forgotten Crisis: Tibet, the CIA, and the Sino-Indian War. Riedel's telling of the
president's firm response to China's invasion of India and his deft diplomacy in keeping Pakistan
neutral provides a unique study of Kennedy's leadership. Embedded within that story is an array of
historical details of special interest to India, remarkable among which are Jacqueline Kennedy's role in
bolstering diplomatic relations with Prime Minister Jawaharlal Nehru and Pakistan President Ayub
Khan, and the backstory to the China-India rivalry - what is today the longest disputed border in the

world.

Pub: HarperCollins Accession No: 158563

Call No: 954.042 R549J




4. Gods, Guns and Missionaries: The Making of the Modern Hindu ldentity by
Manu S. Pillai

The Making of the

Modern Hindu Identity

Manu S. Pillai

When European missionaries first arrived in India in the sixteenth century, they entered a world both
fascinating and bewildering. Hinduism, as they saw it, was a pagan mess: the worship of devils and
monsters by a people who burned women alive, performed outlandish rites and fed children to
crocodiles. But soon it became clear that Hindu ‘idolatry’ was far more complex than white men’s
stereotypes allowed, and Hindus had little desire to convert.

But then, European power began to grow in India, and under colonial rule, missionaries assumed a
forbidding appearance. During the British Raj, Western frames of thinking gained ascendancy and
Hindus felt pressed to reimagine their religion. This was both to fortify it against Christian attacks and
to resist foreign rule. It is this encounter which has, in good measure, inspired modern Hinduism’s
present shape. Indeed, Hindus subverted some of the missionaries’ own tools and strategies in the
process, triggering the birth of Hindu nationalism, now so dominant in the country.
In Gods, Guns and Missionaries, Manu S. Pillai takes us through these remarkable dynamics. With an
arresting cast of characters—maharajahs, poets, gun-wielding revolutionaries, politicians, polemicists,
philosophers and clergymen—this book is ambitious in its scope and provocative in its position. Lucid
and exhaustive, it is, at once, a political history, a review of Hindu culture and a study of the social
forces that prepared the ground for Hindu nationalism. Turning away from simplistic ideas on
religious evolution and European imperialism, the past as it appears here is more complicated—and
infinitely richer—than popular narratives allow.

Pub: Penguin Random House Accession No: 158561

Call No: 294.509 P641G




5. Vishwa Shastra: India and The World by Dhruva Jaishankar

In Vishwa Shastra, Dhruva Jaishankar provides a comprehensive overview of India's interactions with
the world--from ancient times to the present day. He describes a long tradition of Indian statecraft and
strategic thinking on international affairs, charts early India's relations with a vast geography from the
Mediterranean and Africa to Southeast and Northeast Asia, and captures the costs and consequences of
European colonialism. Jaishankar also describes India's territorial, economic and governance
challenges upon Independence and the origins of India’s rivalries with Pakistan and China.

Speaking to a wide audience that includes policymakers, scholars and especially students, Vishwa
Shastra offers both rich historical context and forward-looking strategies for India. Highlighting
India's transition from Cold War non-alignment to post-Cold War realignment, Jaishankar outlines
India's strategic objectives: bolstering national power, securing the neighborhood, maintaining a
balance of power in the Indo-Pacific, and leading at international institutions.

Balanced, comprehensive and rigorous, Vishwa Shastra goes beyond shedding light on how India can
maneuver in a challenging geopolitical landscape and advance its interests in an interconnected world:
it gives us a clear-eyed perspective on how India might actually define the emerging world order.

Pub: Penguin Random House Accession No: 158582

Call No: 954 J25V




6. Siddhartha by Hermann Hesse
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This deluxe edition is perfect as a keepsake. This collectable hardbound deluxe edition is beautifully
crafted and designed. Perfect for gifting as well as for keeps. A prized edition for any library.
Siddhartha is a novel by Hermann Hesse that deals with the spiritual journey of a boy known as
Siddhartha from the Indian subcontinent during the time of Lord Buddha In a very simple prose, Hesse
has conveyed a very profound message for all seekers. A brahmin boy follows his heart and goes
through various lives to finally understand what it means to be enlightened. He experiences life as a
pious brahmin, a Samana, a rich merchant, a lover and an ordinary ferryman, to a father. Neither a
practitioner nor a devotee, neither meditating nor reciting, Siddhartha comes to blend in with the
world, resonating with the rhythms of nature, bending the reader’s ear down to hear answers from the
river . ..

Pub: FingerPrint Accession No: 158552

Call No: 823 H587S
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